


























44. PYRITE CHAPTER 12. –

44 Pyrite

Symmetry group, crystal structure, crystal habit. Wide variety of shapes.
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Figure 44.1: Pyrite. (R. Lavinsky via Wikipedia)

Pyrite is the sulfide mineral FeS2. It’s called pyrite because it makes a usable
spark when struck, “pyr” meaning fire in Greek. It’s also known as fool’s gold
because of the color, which has led many a prospector astray.1

1
Pyrite, Wikipedia.
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